COLOSSIANS #221  (10-27-15) 
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Salt is a great preservative as is the Word of God; it preserves the soul from contamination. In fact, there is nothing else in the universe that is capable of accomplishing that phenomenal feat. People go to great measures to maintain their bodies but do very little to maintain their souls.
This has nothing to do with eternal salvation of our souls which was accomplished in total when we believed the gospel. We are addressing the condition of our soul experientially during Phase 2 of our lives.

The unlimited neediness of our souls is matched by the unlimited grace of God. The problem is that our neediness often points us to something other than God. It’s when we get our focus off of the Lord that our soul starts to suffer.  

This has nothing to do with our achievements or successes or doing good things to impress God and others. It is about the contentment, joy, and confidence we experience every day in our relationship with God regardless of what the circumstances might be.

Eating a meal with no seasoning, especially a meal without salt, isn’t very pleasant and neither is having a conversation with no pizzazz or salt. For Christians, Christ and Bible doctrine are the pizzazz, or at least they should be. It should be your favorite subject and noticeably so to others.  

Mark 9:50   Salt is good; but if the salt becomes unsalty, with what will you make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another."  
What does having salt in yourselves mean and how can we obey this command if we don’t know? Have salt is a present active imperative. Of course the word “salt” is a metaphor, but what is it referring to? There is only one plausible answer. Bible doctrine. 
Another question, “How can a believer obey this command if he isn’t keeping himself salty by the consistent intake of the Word of God?”

Matthew 5:13   You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled under-foot by men.

The salt that became tasteless refers to a negative believer who has fallen into reversionism. He has lost any effectiveness in the spiritual realm and is good for nothing in the angelic conflict. A believer loses his or her saltiness by repeatedly rejecting the opportunities to learn and then apply BD. 

Every believer should be very opinionated and have a biblical perspective on every area of life, but he is not to be pushy or rude, but communicate with grace.

RULES FOR COMMUNICATING WITH GRACE:

1. Don’t interrupt

2. Don’t be contentious

3. Give others a chance to talk

4. Be considerate of people’s time

5. Always maintain an RMA

6. Listen and ask questions

7. The goal should be resolution, not winning an argument

Colossians 4:6   Let your speech always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so that you will know how you should respond to each person.

Will know, (or having known), OIDA (οἶδα), inf. ra; to have information about something.

Notice that this word is in the perfect tense and active voice. The results are ongoing of having accurate information to give to those who seek it. 
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Should, DEI (δεῖ), v. pai; to be under necessity or compulsion; denoting compulsion of any kind.

Respond, APOKRINOMAI (ἀποκρίνομαι), inf. pm; to answer, respond, or reply. The middle voice means that the subject is affected by its own action. In this case, the subject is you who having known how to respond, is blessed for that action. We need to give biblically, accurate, informed answers to the real questions people ask of us. This verse says that we need to know how to respond to each person. 

COLOSSIANS #222  (10-29-15)
This means that one size does not fit all. Each person is different with specific questions that pertain to his particular set of circumstances. Canned speeches do not work! So what must we do to be able to respond to the unique questions and circumstances of individuals?

ASK QUESTIONS!!!!!

1 Peter 3:15  …but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence;

This verse in 1 Peter is similar to our verse in Colossians 4 in that they both impose a very big responsibility on every single believer. Notice again the importance that the Bible places on knowledge. God’s Word commands us to learn BD:
IMPORTANCE OF ACQUIRING KNOWLEDGE / BIBLE DOCTRINE   =   WISDOM 
· Grow in grace and knowledge, 2 Pet. 3:18.
· I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord,  Philippians 3:8  

· Walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects increasing in the knowledge of God; Colossians 1:10.
· Put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge, Colossians 3:10.
· Speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ -Ephesians 4:15
· Like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation, 1 Peter 2:2.
· Holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, so that he will be able both to exhort in sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict, Titus 1:9.
· Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.'", Matthew 4:4.
· (KJV) Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth, 2 Timothy 2:15.  
· Take hold of instruction; do not let go. Guard her, for she (BD, wisdom) is your life. Proverbs 4:13
We don’t acquire biblical knowledge to prove that we are smarter than other people and it’s not a contest to see who knows the most BD. We cannot honor God or fulfill the mission He has given us if we are biblically ignorant.

2 Peter 1:2-3   Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord;  3) seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.

So that you will know how you should respond to each person…
Paul changes the subject in the next verse so here he gives a concluding statement that reveals the purpose of what he had been communicating. 
The message is, we need to be prepared to respond to the questions and assertions of each person.
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That requires a knowledge of BD which has been categorized and systematized in our souls. Prepared believers have a doctrinal strategy for various issues and questions people bring up such as:
ISSUE:                          
DOCTRINAL STRATEGY:
Salvation by works          
Salvation is a gift

Water baptism for salvation   
Baptism of the H.S.

Faith w/o works is dead    
2 types of salvation

Rejection of Eternal. Security      Imputation of God’s +R   

Tongues                          
Temporary & permanent Sp. Gifts

Calvinism                    
Omniscience VS Sovereignty
Religious perspective            
Only one way, Jn. 14:6
Pro homosexuality           
Condemned by God, Rom. 1
50/50 Marriage                     
Ephesians 5:22-29
COLOSSIANS #223-228  (11-3 through 11-17-15)   Much review was done over these.
ISSUE:  SALVATION BY WORKS 

STRATEGY:  SALVATION IS A GIFT, Eph. 2:8-9, Rom. 4:4-5, 6:23 
THE GIFT OF GOD

Ephesians 2:8-9   For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;  9) not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. 
Romans 6:23   For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Romans 3:23-24   For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  24) being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; 
Romans 4:4-6   Now to the one who works, his wage is not credited as a favor, but as what is due.  5) But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness,  6) just as David also speaks of the blessing on the man to whom God credits righteousness apart from works
HOW MANY WORKS?  
WHERE IS THE GRACE if salvation is by works,? Gal. 2:21
Galatians 2:21   I do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died needlessly.
Romans 11:6   But if it [salvation] is by grace [and it is], it is no longer on the basis of works, otherwise grace is no longer grace.
Romans 3:28   For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law.
Galatians 2:16  …nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified. 
THIEF ON THE CROSS ?  Luke 23:41-43
ISSUE:  WATER BAPTISM FOR SALVATION
STRATEGY:  REAL AND RITUAL BAPTISMS, Do you know the difference?

REAL BAPTISMS  [Something actually happens]  
1.  BAPTISM OF MOSES, 1 Cor. 10:2.  The Israelites were identified with the   

     Cloud and Moses as he went through the Red Sea.
 2.  BAPTISM OF FIRE,  Matt. 3:11, 13:25, Luke 3:16.   Unbelievers will be   

      identified with fire at the 2nd Advent.

 3.  BAPTISM OF THE CUP (CROSS),  Matt. 20:22,   Luke 12:50.   The sins of the 

       world were identified with Christ on the cross.
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 4.  BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT,  Acts 1:5,  Rom. 6:3, 1 Cor. 12:16.  Church 

       Age believers are identified with Jesus Christ.

RITUAL  BAPTISMS

1. BAPTISM OF JOHN,   Matt. 3:1-11, John 1:25-33.    Water represents the Kingdom of Heaven.

2. BAPTISM OF JESUS,  Matt. 3:13-1.   Water represents the Father’s will and plan.

3. BELIEVER’S BAPTISM,   Acts 9:18, 10:47-48.  Water represents Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection.

BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT  1 Cor. 12:13
Acts 1:5 …for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now." 
1 Corinthians 12:13  …For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body [baptism of the H.S.], whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit (indwelling of the H.S). 
Ephesians 4:5  [There is] one Lord, one faith, one baptism… 
Galatians 3:27 …For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 

ISSUE:  FAITH W/O WORKS IS DEAD
STRATEGY:  2 TYPES OF SALVATION           

Positional, John 3:36, Acts 16:31
Experiential, Ja. 2:24, 1 Ti. 4:16   
James 2:14   What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no works? Can that faith save him? [What kind of salvation is this referring to? Positional or experiential?]

James 2:24  You see that a man is justified (before man) by works and not by faith alone. (however man is justified before God by faith alone Eph. 2:8-9). 
Example of experiential salvation:

1 Timothy 4:16  (NASV) Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; persevere in these things, for as you do this you will ensure salvation both for yourself and for those who hear you. 
1 Timothy 4:16  (NKJV) Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you will save both yourself and those who hear you. 

ISSUE:  REJECTION OF ET. SECURITY             
STRATEGY:  IMPUT. OF ET. LIFE & GOD’S +R    

Irrevocable, Rom. 11:29
Certainty,    1 John 5:13
Romans 11:29 …for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 
1 John 5:11-13   And the testimony is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.  12) He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life.  13) These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life. 
ISSUE:  SPEAKING IN TONGUES 
STRATEGY:    IT’S PURPOSE WAS A SIGN,  Isaiah 28:11 and 1 Cor. 14:21  

Isaiah 28:10-12   For He says, 'Order on order, order on order, Line on line, line on line, A little here, a little there.'"  11) Indeed, He will speak to this people through stammering lips and a foreign tongue, 12) He who said to them, "Here is rest, give rest to the weary," And, "Here is repose," but they would not listen. 
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1 Corinthians 14:21   In the Law it is written, “By men of strange tongues and by the lips of strangers I will speak to this people, and even so they will not listen to me," says the Lord. 

Temporary & Permanent Spiritual Gifts
1 Corinthians 13:8-13   Love never fails; but if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away; if there are tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done away.  9) For we know in part and we prophesy in part;  10) but when the perfect [Gr. TELIOS,  adj. nsn; completed canon of scripture] comes, the partial [temporary spiritual gifts] will be done away. 11) When I was a child, I used to speak like a child, think like a child, reason like a child; when I became a man, I did away with childish things.  12) For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in part, but then I will know fully just as I also have been fully known.  13) But now faith, hope, love, abide these three; but the greatest of these is love. 
ISSUE:    CALVINISM
STRATEGY:    OMNISCIENCE VS. SOVEREIGNTY, 2 Cor. 5:19, 1 John 2:2
2 Corinthians 5:18-19   Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, namely, that God was in Christ 19) reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.
1 John 2:2  …and He Himself [Jesus Christ] is the propitiation [satisfaction] for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world.  
In eternity past God decreed everything that would come to pass. This is referred to as the Divine Decrees. Since He foreknows all things, He foreordained or elected all those people He knew would believe the gospel to be saved. This is known as the “Doctrine of Election” which is based on God’s Omniscience, not his Sovereignty.
God did not make, coerce, or force anything He decreed to happen because that would eliminate free will which is a necessary component of the Angelic Conflict. God does not preprogram angelic or human creatures like robots to accept or reject Him as that would make it impossible for Him to receive true glory in their freely seeking, finding, and growing to love Him.
Those who believe that the Divine Decrees were based on God’s Sovereignty, (eliminating the free will of man), subscribe to Reformed Theology and are commonly known as Calvinists. 

Calvinists have developed an acrostic known as “TULIP” which describes their understanding of the Doctrine of Election.

Their view describes God as choosing certain people to save and condemning the rest to the Lake of Fire even though it is impossible for them to be saved because He withholds salvation from them.
COLOSSIANS #228  (11-17-15)  Transcription Notes
We are not completely finished with our strategies, but before proceeding with them, I am going to revisit one thing I taught too fast. If you have never been introduced to the subject matter, you might have gotten lost.  So I am going to take the time tonight to go over "reformed theology" or Calvinism slowly and in more detail.

There is an abundance of Calvinists today as their doctrines have really taken root and changed the way a person perceives God. There are not many Christians who have studied their doctrines or been trained properly in order to help them see that their idea of God is very skewed. That is what we are going to do tonight. Then I am going to open up to any other strategy we have covered in order to answer questions you may have. 

In eternity past God decreed everything that would come to pass.  That means that He had to be able to differentiate between all the things that would actually occur and the things that are only possibilities or potentiality.  
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So at some point in eternity past when He decreed everything that was going to take place in minute detail which put His reputation on the line. He said it would all happen, and they refer to this as the Divine Decrees.
Since He foreknows all things, He was able to foreordain or elect all people He knew would believe the gospel for salvation. 
Do you understand what that is saying?  God is Eternal Life and for Him, there is no time.  He inaugurated time for us inferior creatures living on this planet towards our orderly existence.  But time is nothing to Him as it is for us. Can you imagine how there could be no chronology or sequence of function without time to keep it all separated for us so that we could handle life one thing at a time? And yet I hate to use the word because there is going to be a time when there will no longer be time.  That is pretty deep of itself, but at some point when we leave this realm, we will no longer be confined to time.  That is one of the hardest concepts for me to wrap my head around as I don’t see how anyone can function without time.  So we are all going to meet together in heaven. When?  Well that would be a problem if there is no time, but apparently we will be in resurrection bodies like Christ’s and be able to handle everything at once. God has that all sorted out.  

But what I want you to recognize is that God foreknows everything, in fact, His Omniscience, which means unlimited + science, means knowledge so God’s knowledge is unlimited. There is nothing He does not know, and He has always known it all.  So back as far as you can go in your mind in eternity past, God knew you and everything about you.  He knew when you were going to be born, whether you were going to be a male or female, whether you were going to be black, white, red, yellow or brown, and He knew everything about you.  He knew you would be sitting here this day hearing someone talk about His omniscience.  So there has to be a dividing point in His plan between what is actually, literally, going to take place called “reality” and  the myriad of things that could possibly take place but actually won't.

Foreknowledge is a subset of omniscience because foreknowledge is relevant to His Decrees. 
He foreknew all things, and therefore, He was able to decree or foreordain them. These are technical terms. Foreordained means that when He decreed something, it was already a certainty because He makes no mistakes.  He is perfect

He foreknew you and me and every other believer that is going to accept the gospel. He elected you, He called you, He foreordained the fact that you were going to be one of the elect.  He elected you based on what? His foreknowledge knew that you were going to accept the Gospel. God foreordained all things and foreknew all things, so He foreordained, elected or called all those who He knew would believe the gospel and be saved.  
This is known as the Doctrine of Election which is based on God’s Omniscience, not on His Sovereignty.
Now this is the main point to carry around in your mind when you are talking to a Calvinist because they think their election is based on God’s sovereignty.  That turns into a train wreck. So when someone is talking about the Doctrine of Election, they are talking about what God foreknew in eternity past and how your volition was going to be positive to the gospel and He was able to foreordain you based on that knowledge.  He elected you because He knew your salvation was going to be reality.  Do you see how this focuses on His phenomenal knowledge?  That is the whole reason God is reveals it in His Word for us, so that we can better understand how amazing all of His attributes work together and how SECURE we are because of it.

This is fact and of course God knows it.  The angels know it, but He wants us to know the vast regions of His unlimited knowledge.  The Bible’s reference to “the elect refers to believers” 100% of the time. The Bible never says God elected people to go to hell or that He foreordained them to go to hell, so no one can conclude such a thing; that is not in the Bible anywhere!  “Election” is only pertinent to believers.
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God did not make, coerce, or force anything He decreed to happen as that would eliminate free will which is a necessary component of the angelic conflict.  
So when He decreed it, He decreed it only because He knew it was going to happen and He wants us to know that He knew ahead of time so that we can have a more educated worship because of the phenomenal God that He is…that He knew all of this ahead of time.

Again, God did not make, coerce, or force anything He decreed to happen. He is just saying that everything that is going to actually take place focuses on His omniscience and foreknowledge. If He coerced even one little, tiny bit of reality, then He would be coercing free will which would actually eliminate free will and accountability for using it. He would not do that because free will is the main component in resolving the Angelic Conflict.

Satan was the first one to cross God, and there was a trial.  We know there was a trial because there was a sentence passed, Mathew 25:41.  So God created an inferior creature, Adam, who had free will just like the angels had to prove He was just and righteous in sentencing Satan to the Lake of Fire.

God does not preprogram angelic or human creatures like robots to accept or reject Him as that would make it impossible for Him to receive true glory.
There are those who say, and Calvinists are some of the ones that say this, "You really do not have any volition or free will, especially when it comes to accepting the gospel or God". So if God did take away your free will, we would essentially become robots. We can understand programed robots today because we live in a technologically advanced time of programming computers.  We program robots and they do exactly what they are programmed to do.  
God had a myriad of ways He could have created the earth and creatures. He could have created every angel and every person hardwired to automatically accept God’s ways, to believe His gospel and to give Him praise and glory.  But what kind of glory would that bring when you program something to do something like choosing or loving you?  One thing that all of us should have learned by now is that you cannot coerce or force someone to love you and they be truly free. True love is freely given. It cannot be forced. So God did not preprogram human or angelic creatures as robots to accept or reject Him as that would make it impossible for Him to receive true glory.  
Now when He gives His creatures’ volition or free will and they accept Him, grow to love Him, worship Him, and adore Him, He receives true glory from that because He did not force them to do it. If He forced anything in those divine decrees to have it come out the way He wanted, it would be a false and not a true glory, plus He would be eliminating freedom of choice.
Those who believe the Divine Decrees were based on God’s Sovereignty are eliminating the free will of man. They think sovereignty is so strong that man cannot have a choice because if he had a choice, he would choose against God and that would harm or eliminate God’s sovereignty somehow.  We know that is a confused idea.  So those who believe that the Divine Decrees were based on God’s Sovereignty, rather than His omniscience, subscribe to Reformed Theology and are commonly known as Calvinists. 
You all have probably heard about the Reformation. Martin Luther had a lot to do with starting it.  During his time, the Catholic Church ruled supreme, so Martin Luther took his 95 Thesis and nailed it to the Wittenberg Church door to start what is known is the Reformation. Things were being reformed and a lot of good things happened then such as solo scriptura, scripture alone, solo fide, faith alone, or as it is on our website, the motto is, "FAITH ALONE IN CHRIST ALONE". That motto has roots starting with the Reformation. You had Calvin, Zwingli and other movers and shakers who were in great upheaval in the religious realm of that time.  A lot of good came out of it, however, the term “reformed theology” is relevant to Calvinists today who think man has no free will and God does the choosing, not the person, when it comes to salvation.

Calvinists have developed an acrostic known as “TULIP” which describes their understanding of the Doctrine of Election.  
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We do not deny the Doctrine of Election nor can we because it is all throughout the Bible. But Calvinists have a different understanding of the Doctrine of Election because they focus on God's Sovereignty while we focus on His Omniscience. That is what makes the huge difference.  

CALVINISTS’ view describes God as choosing certain people to save while condemning the rest to the Lake of Fire even though it is impossible for them to be saved because He withholds salvation from them.

This should take your breath away.  This is a horrible statement to make, but when you boil it down, that is essentially the Calvinistic doctrine.  Their view describes God as choosing certain people to save and the reason I say that is because, when we will go through TULIP in a moment, the worst letter in the acrostic is “L” meaning limited atonement.  When Jesus Christ went to the cross, He only died for those God chose to save.  He could have easily died for everyone, but He didn't.  He died for certain ones who God the Father gave to the Son.  So the ones He died for will be saved and the rest He assigned to be reprobate and to spend eternity in the Lake of Fire. They are unable to be saved because Christ did not die for them.

So they see God as choosing certain people to save and condemning the rest to the Lake of Fire, even though it is impossible for them to be saved because God withholds salvation from them.  That means that God created many men and women to throw into the Lake of Fire. Now that statement may make a lot of Calvinists and people in reformed theology angry, but I know what I am talking about. I used to be a Calvinist back in the 1970’s.  [to be continued]
TULIP:
T 
Total Depravity
U
Unconditional Election 
L 
Limited Atonement
I 
Irresistible Grace 
P 
Perseverance of the Saints
ISSUE:  RELIGIOUS PERSPECTIVE
STRATEGY:    
Only one Way, John. 14:6
John 14:6   Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. 
Only one Name, Acts 4:12
Acts 4:12   Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved." 
ISSUE:  PRO HOMOSEXUALITY
STRATEGY:    CONDEMNED BY GOD 
Gen. 18:20, Lev. 18:22, 20:13, Ro. 1:26-27
Gen. 3:16-17, Eph. 5:22-29, Col. 3:18
ISSUE:  50 / 50 MARRIAGE  
STRATEGY:    Gen. 3:16-17, Eph. 5:22-29, Col. 3:18
ISSUE:  COHABITATION                   
STRATEGY:   FLEE FORNICATION, 1 Cor. 6:18     
STRATEGY:   THE MARRIAGE BED, Heb. 13:4
[Lesson 228 taught on 11-17-15 is being transcribed nearly word for word because it and the questions and answers were phenomenal. We strongly suggest that you listen to it if you have not heard it until the notes are fully developed.]
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Paul now goes into the closing part of his letter where he remembers his friends who had faithfully provided him with much needed help. 

Colossians 4:7   As to all my affairs, Tychicus, our beloved brother and faithful servant and fellow bond-servant in the Lord, will bring you information.

Tychicus, TUCHICOS (Τυχικός), v. nsm; Tychicus accompanied Paul along with Trophimus on a part of his journey from Macedonia to Jerusalem, Acts 20:4. He is alluded to also in Titus 3:12, Eph. 6:21-22, and 2 Tim. 4:12 as having been with Paul at Rome, whence he sent him to Ephesus, probably for the purpose of building up and encouraging the church there. 
M. G. Easton, Easton’s Bible Dictionary (New York: Harper & Brothers, 1893).

He must have been a good and faithful friend to Paul as he is described in Ephesians again as being a beloved brother and a faithful servant/minister. 

Ephesians 6:21-22   But that you also may know about my circumstances, how I am doing, Tychicus, the beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord, will make everything known to you.  22) I have sent him to you for this very purpose, so that you may know about us, and that he may comfort your hearts.

God is so gracious to those who faithfully communicate His Word by providing them with beloved helpers who are faithful in ministering to their needs. I know this to be true because I am very grateful to have several myself.

Now, let’s look at this verse grammatically:

Colossians 4:7   As to all my affairs, Tychicus, our beloved brother and faithful servant…
Beloved, AGAPETOS (ἀγαπητός), adj. nsm; one who is dearly loved, dear, beloved, prized, valued.

And faithful servant, DIAKONOS (διάκονος), n. nsm; one who serves as an intermediary in a transaction; a mediator or go-between, agent, or courier.

We should never minimize the importance of being faithful, the Lord certainly doesn’t. One of the greatest attributes in the world is dependability.  There are not very many people you can always trust to be faithful in doing what they say they will do. Paul could depend on Tychicus to get the job done.

And fellow bond-servant in the Lord, SUDOULOS (σύνδουλος), n. nsm; one who, along with others, is in a relationship of total obedience to one master or owner; a fellow-slave.
Even though Paul held a spiritual gift with the highest authority, he did not consider himself to be superior to his beloved brother who served the Lord as a courier. 

Every believer has a spiritual gift and that gift is important for the effective operation of the local church. When a believer fails to use his or her gift, the entire local church suffers.

Will bring you information, is one word in the Greek: GNORIZO, (γνωρίζω) v. fai; to cause information to become known: make known, reveal. Paul wrote in his epistle the information God wanted to reveal; he certainly was not begging for money or asking for sympathy

Tychicus’ job was far from being easy. The roads and paths he traveled were dangerous and rugged. He had to deal with bandits, rain, mud, heat, cold, storms, river crossings, snakes, wild animals, and lack of food and water.

Colossians 4:8-9   For I have sent him to you for this very purpose, that you may know about our circumstances and that he may encourage your hearts;  9) and with him Onesimus, our faithful and beloved brother, who is one of your number. They will inform you about the whole situation here.
Paul sent Tychicus to the Colossians for two reasons, to let them know what was going on in Rome, and how they were doing, plus to encourage them. We all know what it is like when we are separated from someone we love. We cherish any bit of information we get from them or about them.
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Encourage, PARAKALEO (παρακαλέω), v. pas; to instill someone with courage; to cheer, comfort, encourage, cheer up, or urge; used 109 times in the NASV.

It is difficult to express how important this word is and the power it has on other people. It is a compound word, PARA, to the side + KALEO, to call  =  to call someone to your side to comfort and encourage them.

EnCOURAGEment has the power to lift up one’s spirit and give them the courage to continue their task with confidence. Life is hard and it has a way of stripping away confidence, courage, and enthusiasm which we must have in order to live the abundant life God wants us to live.

Criticism has a way of bringing a person down and can destroy confidence and morale. Even constructive criticism can be hard to take. Spiteful or hateful criticism can be devastating. 

The easiest thing in the world to do is find fault in others and to criticize them. We should look for the good in people, not the bad. Most criticism is verbalization of something negative about someone who has already been judged in the critic’s heart.
Matthew 7:1-5   Do not judge so that you will not be judged.  2) "For in the way you judge, you will be judged; and by your standard of measure, it will be measured to you.  3) "Why do you look at the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? 4) "Or how can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' [criticism] and behold, the log is in your own eye?  5) "You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye.

We should be eager to build our brethren up by encouraging them:

Philippians 2:1-2   Therefore if there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion, 2) make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose.

1 Thessalonians 5:11   Therefore encourage (pam) one another and build up (pam) one another, just as you also are doing.
Hebrews 3:13   But encourage (pam) one another day after day,
I challenge you to find even one verse in the entire Bible that commands us to criticize one another.

Hebrews 10:24-25  …and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, 25) not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another…
Colossians 2:2  …their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in love…
“Girls compete with each other. Women empower one another. Ladies, be like Christ and encourage one another as mature daughters of the King!”  Author unknown

Ephesians 4:29   Don’t use foul or abusive language. Let everything you say be good and helpful, so that your words will be an encouragement to those who hear them.” (NLT)

Proverbs 27:9   Oil and perfume make the heart glad, so a man's counsel is sweet to his friend.

1 Thessalonians 5:14 …“And we urge you, brothers and sisters, warn those who are idle and disruptive, encourage the disheartened, help the weak, be patient with everyone.” (NIV)

Romans 14:19  …So then we pursue the things which make for peace and the building up of one another…
COLOSSIANS #230  (12-1-15) 
Colossians 4:9  …and with him Onesimus, our faithful and beloved brother, who is one of your number. They will inform you about the whole situation here.
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The name Onesimus should sound familiar to you as being the slave who stole money from Philemon and escaped. He wound up in Rome with Paul who converted him to Christianity and Onesimus became Paul’s personal assistant.

Notice how Paul referred to him as his faithful and beloved brother. He was no longer the renegade, criminal slave that Philemon once knew. He had become one of your number meaning that he was a fellow royal family member of God.

Read Philemon 1:10-18.
The Scriptures here in Colossians and in Philemon demonstrate that a person that was a criminal but then accepts the gospel should be accepted by his fellow believers. They can be very useful to the Lord and to fellow believers as Onesimus was to Paul. By the way, in the Greek, the name Onesimus means “useful”.

Colossians 4:10    Aristarchus, my fellow prisoner, sends you his greetings; and also Barnabas's cousin Mark (about whom you received instructions; if he comes to you, welcome him)…
Aristarchus, Grk. for “best ruler”, was a Christian from Thessalonica who traveled with Paul and shared his imprisonment. 

Acts 19:29   The city was filled with the confusion, and they rushed with one accord into the theater, dragging along Gaius and Aristarchus, Paul's traveling companions from Macedonia.

Gaius and Aristarchus suffered by being identified with their friend, Paul. This however was not cursing by association but rather blessing by association, James 4:2  Count it all joy when you encounter various trials. They demonstrated the principle of sticking with a friend through thick or thin.

In this verse, Aristarchus is called “my fellow prisoner”, and in Philemon 1:16, Paul called him “my fellow worker”.

Barnabas's cousin, Mark, was an evangelist; “John whose surname was Mark”, Acts 12:12, 25, Mark or Marcus, Col. 4:10, etc. was his Roman name, which gradually came to supersede his Jewish name of John.  He is called John in Acts 13:5, 13, and Mark in 15:39, 2 Tim. 4:11, etc.

He was the son of Mary, a woman who apparently was of some means and influence, and he was probably born in Jerusalem where his mother resided, Acts 12:12. We know nothing of his father. He was the cousin of Barnabas, Col. 4:10. It was in his mother’s house that Peter found “many gathered together praying” when he was released from prison; and it is probable that it was here that he was converted by Peter who calls him his “son” in 1 Pet. 5:13. It is probable that the “young man” spoken of in Mark 14:51-52 was Mark himself.

He is first mentioned in Acts 12:25. He went with Paul and Barnabas on their first journey, about A.D. 47, as their “minister,” but for some reason was turned back when they reached Perga in Pamphylia, Acts 12:25; 13:13. 

Three years afterwards a “sharp contention” arose between Paul and Barnabas. 

Read: Acts 15:35-40 where Paul would not take Mark with him. 

“It might be nice to think that Paul’s approach to leadership and partnership would be immune to conflict. But Bible students know that this is not the case. There is in fact the rather disturbing case of an irreconcilable difference between Paul and Barnabas (Acts 15:36–40). Many suspect that Paul erred in the split-up of the first Gentile mission. He appears to be quite inflexible and unforgiving. After all, a year and a half had passed since Mark had failed them. 
“Furthermore, Paul seems to indirectly admit his error later when he speaks positively of Mark and his contribution, 2 Tim. 4:11   Only Luke is with me. Pick up Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful to me for service.
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“Since modern man has a strong and growing distaste for intolerance, Paul is increasingly seen as the mean-spirited one.

“Luke would have had trouble with that assessment. The words he used in Acts 13:13, “He left them,” and 15:38, “He had deserted them,” are almost always used in a negative sense referring to unfaithfulness. In the Septuagint, the one word is almost a technical term for religious apostacy.  According to Luke’s terminology, Mark’s action was no minor failure. 

“Furthermore, after the team split, Paul was committed by the brethren to the grace of the Lord (Acts 15:40). Then Luke highlighted Paul’s achievements in the rest of Acts. All of this indicates that Luke found no fault in Paul’s obstinacy with Barnabas.

“It is helpful to remember that Paul had just recently confronted Peter about withdrawing from the Gentiles at meal times. That Barnabas had joined Peter in that incident was no doubt of considerable concern to Paul.  Also, it should not be overlooked that Mark was Barnabas’s cousin. Would it not be natural for Paul to question Barnabas’s objectivity in defending a relative?  Paul considered Mark’s failure so serious that one-and-a-half years was not enough time to prove himself to be a changed man.” 
Emmaus Journal 6, no. 1 (1997): 126–127
Mark’s failure did not prohibit him from doing great service to the Lord and later to Paul and others. The great apostle did not hold a grudge against him, not did God.

Colossians 4:10    Aristarchus, my fellow prisoner, sends you his greetings; and also Barnabas's cousin Mark (about whom you received instructions; if he comes to you, welcome him)…
The Colossians had probably heard about the rift between Paul and Barnabus over Mark so he was instructing them to welcome Mark if he visited them because by then, Paul considered Mark to be a faithful servant. 

He, was evidently at length reconciled to the apostle, for he was with him in his first imprisonment at Rome, Col. 4:10; Philemon 1:24. At a later period Mark was with Peter in Babylon, 1 Pet. 5:13, and he was with Timothy in Ephesus when Paul wrote him during his second imprisonment.  
Easton’s Bible Dictionary

He was used by the Spirit of God to write the Gospel of Mark which presents the Lord Jesus Christ as God’s Perfect Servant. Thus Mark, the imperfect servant, was divinely chosen to write of God’s Perfect Servant. Like John Mark, we are all imperfect servants, yet by God’s grace may we go on to become profitable and successful failures.  Emmaus Journal 8, no. 2 (1999): 220.

We are to arrange our day so that we have total, undistracted focus, trust, contentment, joy, and confidence in our everyday life with God.











